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Dr. Harold Merskey, DM, FRCP, FRCPC, FRCPsych. 
Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry 

71 Logan Avenue, London, Ontario N5Y 2P9 Canada 
Tel: (h) 519-672-2298; (o) 519-679-1045; Fax: 519-679-6849 

e-mail: harold.merskey@sympatico.ca 
  

 
 
March 9th, 2009 
 
 
 
Dr. David J. Kupfer, MD 
Chair of DSM-V Committee, 
Dr. Thomas Detre Professor and Chair, Department of Psychiatry  
Professor of Neuroscience, Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic 
5811 O’Hara Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
 

RE: Dissociative Identity Disorder and DSM-V 
 
Dear Dr. Kupfer: 
 
We are writing to you to express concern with respect to the continuation of 
Dissociative Identity Disorder as an approved diagnosis within the forthcoming DSM-
V. We believe that the identification of Multiple Personality Disorder, and later its 
name change as Dissociative Identity Disorder, has been extremely harmful to the 
good sense and reputation of psychiatry, not to mention the cause of grave ill-effects 
to large numbers of patients and their families. In the attached document we maintain 
that the diagnosis should be removed from DSM-V and we provide the basis for our 
request. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Signatories  
(Please see Appendix A) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see attached. 


